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WALKING WITH THE PIRIES
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SLOWLY BY SLOWLY THE EGG COULD WALK...
This Amharic proverb sums up our last two months here in Ethiopia.  Some days we have felt like staying 
inside the egg, safe and sound, but slowly by slowly we are chipping our way out to explore our new world. 

What a time we have been having! 

Since we last wrote we have been busy 

settling in to Bingham and to our lives in 

Addis Ababa Ethiopia. Both of us have 

dived into our Amharic learning, which is 

challenging, but also rewarding when we 

see the small progress we are making. 

When we first arrived the whole language 

just seemed a muddle of sounds, but today 

as I went to our local bakery to buy our 

bread for the day I could actually ask for 

the bread in Amharic and as the ladies 

answered and overwhelmed me with 

conversation, I could actually pick out a 

few words! I was still very confused by 

what they were 

trying to ask 

me, but I did 

feel excited 

that 

something 

sounded 

familiar! 

Malcolm has been 

busy at work 

supporting the Junior 

School staff as they 

prepare for parent 

teacher interviews, 

working on the accreditation of the 

school with the Association of Christian 

Schools International (ACSI), teaching PE 

to the Year 5’s and generally doing all the 

other responsibilities that come with his 

role as Junior School Principal. He is really 

enjoying his job and we praise God for the 

smooth transition it has been for him into 

the Bingham team. 

I have been quite busy just looking 

after Noah and Emily! However in my spare 

moments I have been able to take on a 

couple of other responsibilities. Malcolm 

and I are both on the pastoral care team, 

which is responsible for the pastoral care of 

the Bingham teachers. I have also taken up 

the challenge of creating a ‘Friends of 

Bingham’ regular newsletter to go out to 

Alumni and supporters of Bingham 

Academy and am also on an SIM 

committee overseeing the housing of SIM 

missionaries 

throughout 

Ethiopia. 

The kids 

are both doing 

really well and 

we are feeling 

more settled 

with a great church 

community and friendships starting to 

develop. 

As a family we have managed to get 

out of the city a couple of times to visit 

different parts of Ethiopia just outside the 

city. We are loving the different landscapes 

and the animal life all around us. 
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Pre-School
In May Noah will be turning three and we have begun to think about pre-school options 

for him. He is a very social and active young man and really very ready for some extra 

interaction in his days! Unfortunately at this point Bingham does not offer a 3 year old 

program and he would not begin in KG1 (4 year old preschool) until August 2011.

So I have been thinking about what I can do at home to challenge, extend and 

stimulate his young mind and provide an outlet for all of his energy!

I have been thinking of creating some activity boxes which would contain different 

things we could choose to do. I have done a little web research to find appropriate 

activities, however finding the equipment over here has proven difficult. 

Many people have written asking if there is anything they could mail us. We would be 

truly blessed with anything off the list below, or if you have any different ideas - they 

would also be fantastic!  

No tractors involved! 
Field Day is the Bingham 
Athletics carnival held 
each year. It is actually 
held over two days and the 
whole Bingham community 
comes to participate in 
the event. Noah got to run 
in the under 4’s race,  
Emily went in the Dads and 
Daughter’s Piggy Back Race 
and Malcolm of course 
competed in the teacher’s 
relay. It was a fantastic 
community event.

FIELD DAY

chalk - big and small
washable markers/textas
stencils
single hole punch & shape hole punches 
glitter
feathers
icy pole sticks
stamps and stamp pads
beads to thread - small, medium and large
magnetic letters & numbers
stickers
anything else you think of!
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Praise Points

For a great house church we have joined with two other families with 

young children

For friendships we have begun to build

For the many sporting opportunities for Malcolm and the ability to get 

out of the city to run

For our safe travel so far around Addis and on our trips out of the city

That Noah is settling in better and has found some friends

Prayer Points

Staff for next year - we still need 19 teachers to begin in August

Accommodation for the next school year as we think about moving into a 

ground level apartment

Availability of a car for us to purchase

Sleep for the kids and for us!

FOR THOSE WHO PRAY

Support Team

IF  YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT 

OUR MINISTRY AT BINGHAM 

ACADEMY OR JOIN OUR PRAYER 
TEAM, PLEASE CONTACT EITHER:

SIM NEW ZEALAND
PO BOX 38-588 
HOWICK, MANAKAU 2145 
PH 09 538 0004
ROSE.BURT@SIM.ORG

SIM AUSTRALIA
PO BOX 42 
PENHURST 
NSW 2222 
PH 02 8568 8854
DONOR.RELATIONS@SIM.ORG

Our fruit 
shop and 

bakery next 
door

PIRIE BIRTHDAYS
Malcolm 

- 2nd Fe
bruary

Rebecca 
- 13th A

pril

Noah - 3
0th May

Emily - 
23rd Sep

tember

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Thank You to all of those supporters who 

have already begun their regular financial 

contributions. 

If you have committed to supporting us, but 

have not yet begun your support, please 

consider doing so as soon as possible. 

Contact SIM below for more information.
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