
Rainy season began in 
earnest in late June and hasn’t yet 
given up. Our past experiences of 
rainy seasons were in Cambodia, 
where it rained each afternoon for 
an hour or so and the temperature 
remained high. Here in Ethiopia the 
rainy season means cold 
temperatures and rain throughout 
the day - nice for a while to be able 
to use our fire, but three months on 
we are quite ready to see the sun 
again!
We have had such a busy time over 
the last 3 months. In July we 

moved back to the Bingham 
campus and welcomed over 
20 new staff, plus their 
spouses and children. It has 
been a fantastic experience 
and we have some great new 
teachers on the Bingham 
team. Already though we are 
looking to next year and 
trying to find teachers to fill the 
gaps when people leave. So 
please encourage your teaching 
friends to consider a move to 
Ethiopia!

Malcolm has been really busy 
orienting his new teaching team 
and I have been busy settling in 
the mums and their children. 
He has also taken over running 
the home-school program, 
which involves supporting the 
home-school families around 
Ethiopia. We are hoping to go 
‘down country’ and visit many 
of these families over the 
coming year.  I have also 
started a toddlers music group 
once a week for Bingham 
families, which has been lots of 
fun and I have had lots of 

positive 
feedback from the mums who 
are excited as these types of 
activities for pre-schoolers are 
not often run here in Ethiopia.

RACHEL IS NEW THIS YEAR. She comes to 
us from California and is here to teach PE 
across the Primary and Intermediate sections 
of the school. She is here for 1 year.

DAVE IS FROM THE UK. This is his 
second year teaching Grade 3 and he is 
fantastic teacher! His wife is also teaching 
High School English at Bingham Academy.

TOM IS OUR MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL 
STUDIES TEACHER. He and his family 
arrived in July from New York. He has two 
children in the primary school. 
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Pirie Adventures

ADVENTURE 1

Early this month we headed up to a 
national park about 2 hours out of 
Addis with our friends. We had 
been warned that the road might 
be quite bad at this time of year, but 
with both of us driving 4WD 
vehicles we assured ourselves we 
would be fine. The drive was 
wonderful and it was beautiful to be 
out of the city, to see green fields 
and villages filled with friendly 
faces. However when we got to the 
top of the mountain and stopped to 
pay the entrance fee our car broke 
down.  After failing to jump start it 
we tried a rolling start and were 
successful. We decided to leave our 
car pointing down hill and all jump 
into our friends car to get up to the 
picnic spot. We had a lovely day 
picnicing and then taking off for a 
walk through the park. We even 
managed to find some friendly 
baboons and a bushbuck, but on 
return to our friends car we 
realised our bag had been stolen 
out of the back and with it our car 
keys!! So we headed back down to 
our car and to the managers office 
to report what had happened. 
Amazingly the manager worked out 
exactly who it probably was (there 
had been some shepherd boys with 
cattle at the picnic spot where we 
had stopped). He then took us 
down to the closest village and 
within a couple of hours, once the 
boys had returned to the village, we 
got back our bag with all of its 
contents - including my wallet, 
cash, mobile phone and keys. An 
amazing experience which really 
built our confidence in the 
Ethiopian people!

ADVENTURE 2

For the first time since we have 
been here we experienced our first 
true water cut. However 
interestingly the reason for our 
water being cut was that the city 
council had laid new water pipes to 
our suburb. Unfortunately when 
they did this they didn’t connect 
the new pipes to our campus. So 
when they disconnected the old 
pipes and ran the water through 
the new pipes, our school campus 
was cut off. It took the Bingham 
administration and maintenance a 
few days to work out that we were 
the only ones without water in our 
area and then we had to organise 
the laying of new pipes to connect 
with the ones in our suburb.  All in 
all we went without running water 
for about 7 days. Unfortunately it 
was a bit rough for all of our new 
staff who had just arrived the week 
before. Our first couple of days 
were fine as we all had emergency 
water stored in drums for an 
occasion such as this and Bingham 
has large water tanks. However 
after about 5 days all of this water 
had run out and we had to have 
water brought in from another SIM 
location.  Thankfully on the 
weekend the pipes were all 
reconnected and we joyously took 
our first shower after days of 
washing in a bucket!
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WE GIVE THANKS FOR...
• A preschool for Noah! He has 

started 2 mornings a week at a 
preschool 30 minutes from 
Bingham and he loves it! (photo of 
Noah and his friend Neleah on their first 

day)

• A great group of friends, some of 
whom have children the same age 
as Noah & Emily, and we are 
meeting once a week for a craft 
and play time

• Tiny Tots Music - a real blessing to 
run and so great to provide this 
positive fun time for parents and 
their children

• Two healthy and growing kids :)

• All of the new teachers that have 
settled in to Bingham and 
God’s awesomeness in 
providing all the teachers 
we needed!

• That our car only cost $5 
to fix instead of the 
predicted $2000!

• For our great new 
downstairs apartment

WE PRAY...
• For continued good health

• For Ethiopia as the Birr has 
devalued by 20 percent against 
the USD.  If it doesn’t bounce back 
the cost of living for all Ethiopians 
will increase.

• For the new staff as they settle in 
to their new roles here at Bingham

• For Malcolm as he juggles both 
roles as Elementary Principal and 
Home-School Coordinator

• For the mums and dads that come 
along to Tiny Tots, that they might 
connect more deeply with each 
other 

• That Emily might stop her bossy 
behaviour with other children and 
stop pushing, scrunching and 
biting :) Who does she take 
after??

• For a Grade 1 teacher to take 
over the class as the current 
teacher is leaving due to 
adoption of two Ethiopian 
children

For those who pray...

1. 	
 our family & friends :)

2. 	
 whittakers chocolate

3. 	
 the beach

4. 	
 quality movies & tv

5. 	
 nice tea

6. 	
 vegemite

7. 	
 clean air

8. 	
 dried fruit

9. 	
 tramping boots!

10. 	
 good roads  

NANNY WANTED
Looking for an adventure? 
A missionary family from 
the UK who are living here 
in Addis are looking for 
someone who might want to 
come over and help with the 
care of their 3 girls aged 6, 
4.5 and 2.  Please contact 
Hannele and Mark Secchia 
on : hannele_secchia@sil.org 
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Support Team

IF  YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY AT 
BINGHAM ACADEMY OR 

JOIN OUR PRAYER TEAM, 
PLEASE CONTACT EITHER:
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